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Good afternoon Minister Phillips, 

After reading the CBC News article "The Alberta vs. B.C. pipeline fight. Now it's war", we have decided to 
expand our comments regarding the ecocide that has taken place, and continues to take place, within the 
Elbow River valley.   

As stated in our February 2, 2018 letter a "causeway" requires a Water Act approval and not a Code of 
Practice approval for a watercourse crossing.  On page 4 of the attached published Guide to the Code of 
Practice for Watercourse Crossings it states, "Causeways and watercourse crossings in these causeways, 
geo-technical investigations in water bodies also require an approval under Water Act".  For emphasis, this 
repeated in Table 1 on page 12 (Green Zone) and on page 13 (White Zone), where it also states that the Code 
of Practice does not apply for a "causeway".  In addition to the Water Act approval, this table notes that the 
proponent requires a DFO approval, which from what we understand still has not been granted.  Moreover, 
the proponent, KGL, secured a Water Act approval for the bridge that is being built across Fish Creek.  This 
evidence was made available during the hearing and during the submission process. Furthermore, during the 
hearing there was no attempt to couple the bridge to the Elbow River issue, as the hearing revolved around 
three legal arguments related to the 24 wetlands. The Board made this clear to all parties prior to and at the 
start of the hearing.  The bridge issue was only used as another example of failure of AEP staff to comply 
with Alberta Legislation. Proof of this fact lies within our published presentations for the hearing and within 
the audio transcript, see http://www.yyccares.ca/reports/.    

Now that you have raised the issue of the bridge, let's be clear, its far more than bridge hydraulics. To this 
day, KGL does not have a Water Act approval for a "causeway".  They do have Water Act approvals for 
realigning a river, filling in four wetlands and partial infilling of the valley. Plus they have a Code of Practice 
approval for a watercourse crossing but this approval, as has been shown, is not applicable for a 
causeway.   AEP is the regulator and you have authority and jurisdiction to correct this wrong. This wrong 
has resulted in over 200,000 truck loads of dirt fill being placed in this valley to create an illegal causeway. 
This wrong has destroyed what was once Calgary's most biodiverse river valley, as is stated in The City of 
Calgary's "Our BiodiverCity" report.  

"These natural areas are some of the most biodiverse and species rich in Calgary. These areas are a critical 
component of Calgary’s biodiversity. They are the core areas of nature in the urban environment where 
ecological processes tend to be the most intact and healthy; areas that many species rely upon for survival". 

"This park is home to a wide variety of species: it is perhaps the most species-rich natural area in Calgary." 

For many members of the public in Alberta, British Columbia and around the world, this unnecessary 
destruction of the Elbow River valley is called ecocide. This is not economic development in a remote area 
of Alberta, this is willful destruction of nature in an urban setting, an environment that many species, 
including the 77 Species at Risk identified in the AMEC report, rely upon for survival. This destruction has 
occurred without the requisite regional and cumulative effects assessment as per the "matters and factors" 
component of the Water Act approval, and as per the South Saskatchewan Regional Plan, which is under 
your jurisdiction via the Alberta Land Stewardship Act (an Act that is supposed to integrate legislation 
relating to air, water, land and biodiversity).  This destruction has also taken place without any source water 
protection plan, which should be a concern to all as the Elbow River supplies 50% of Calgary's drinking 
water.  Note: the lack of a proper cumulative impacts assessment is also a concern noted by the Federal 
Government in the Springbank Dry Dam (SR1) EA application, and we suggest that the impacts of SWCRR 
have not been taken into account in SR1.  So as you can see, its far more than bridge hydraulics and the 



concerns, errors and omissions that we noted in the hearing for the 24 wetlands, have also occurred in the 
Elbow River valley but to an even greater degree.   

All of this suggests to us that you have a far bigger problem with Administration than perhaps you realize, i.e 
you are not being provided with accurate facts and the Administration is violating their own Legislation . 

Given that its never too late to undo the damage and restore this valley, we recommend that you secure 
Provincial and Federal funding to build what we have named, "The Truth and Reconciliation Bridge" (see the 
attached image that is now on http://www.yyccares.ca/ website) . This signature bridge could employ Tsuu 
T'ina and Treaty 7 artists to design the artwork on the vertical supports of a signature cable stayed bridge. 
Building this piece of art that has great respect for the Nation, the biodiversity, the river and the environment 
will demonstrate to the world, including B.C. that you and your Government are different and that Alberta 
has finally embraced its commitment to the environment and international treaties on wetlands and 
biodiversity. Making the under-deck portion of the bridge LRT ready, and including the currently missing 
multi-user pathway, makes this "green infrastructure", where you can tap into the carbon levy and the Federal 
Government's Budget 2017 commitment to $21.9 billion in green infrastructure.  In our opinion, this 
signature bridge will once again put Calgary on the map, it will strengthen the potential Olympic bid and it 
will help the Nation with its multi-billion dollar Taza Development.  However, should this bridge prove to be 
too costly, there is of course the more conventional pier and beam (clear span) option but this design should 
also pay tribute to the TTN and incorporate the Nation's art.  At a meeting with Alberta Transportation this 
summer at their Calgary office, we were advised that a conventional pier and beam bridge would cost around 
$100 million and not the billions that paid trolls reference online.  

Minister Phillips, please do the right thing and stop the ecocide that is occurring on your watch.  

Lastly, if you are truly intent on making noticeable changes, then we also implore you and your Government 
to finalize and publish the Regulations for the 2013 Flood Recovery and Reconstruction Act. The intent of 
this Act was to stop any new development within the floodway, as the lessons learned from the Calgary 
floods of 2005 and 2013 clearly demonstrated that the dirt fill in floodways caused the flood waters to rise 
higher and move further out laterally than would have happened without the fill.  This is why many flood 
prone jurisdictions around the world are reclaiming not just the floodway, but most of the floodplain 
(floodplain = floodway + flood fringe) . Kindly appreciate, the Government and its Administration has had 
+4-years to develop and publish these Regulations. This Elbow River bridge crossing clearly violates the 
intent of the Flood Recovery and Reconstruction Act and Calgary's Land Use Bylaw 11P2014. 
Consequently, the dumping of over 200,000 truck loads of dirt into an AEP mapped flood hazard zone defies 
all logic and suggests that the Government has not incorporated one of the most significant lessons learned 
from flooding into this Government (public funded) project.   

Minister Phillips we hope that you view YYC Cares, a concerned citizens group who is fulfilling the public 
duty aspect of the Water Act, The Water for Life Strategy and the 2013 Alberta Wetland Policy, as being part 
of the solution. Kindly appreciate that throughout the appeal on the 24 wetlands, we not only highlighted the 
breaches in Legislation, but we promoted best practices and recommended solutions.  Thank you, and as 
stated previously, we look forward to meeting you. 

Sincerely, 

Jeff Brookman 

Appellant and YYC Cares 

	


